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Overview

This document contains…

Power point to accompany lesson notes on Sustainable 

Clothing‘the issue with fashion’

Points to consider when using this resource

Please add and amend as necessary
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Sustainable Clothing
‘the issue with fashion’



Why do we need/wear 
clothing?



There are 5 reasons why we need/wear 
clothing.

1. Adornment: Added decoration or ornamentation.

2. Protection: Clothing that provides physical safeguards to the body, 
preventing harm from climate and environment. 

3. Identification: Establishing who someone is or what they do.

4. Modesty: Covering the body according to the code of decency 
established by society. 

5. Status: One's position or rank in comparison to others.
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The issue with 
Fashion

The reduction in clothing prices over the last 
20 years has allowed us to buy more clothes 
than ever. Most of us now have 5 times more 
clothes than our grandparents had. We 
thought this was good until we found out 
what was hiding behind this trend.

The reality of this continuous increase of 
cheap garments is only possible because of a 
constant reduction of production costs. This, 
in turn, has serious consequences on our 
health, our planet, and on garment workers’ 
lives.



Fast fashion – the facts

• 80 billion garments are produced 
each year

• Some brands now release 52 micro 
collections per year rather than the 
usual 2 seasons – summer and 
winter

• We produce 400% more clothes than 
20 years ago

• On average , we only wear garments 
7 times before getting rid of them

• An average of 35kg of textile waste is 
generated each year

• Most people only wear 20% to 30% 
of the clothes in their wardrobe



What we think the fashion industry looks like



The reality of the fashion industry



Working conditions in the fashion industry



Wages in 
the fashion 
industry



Working hours in the 
fashion industry

• 14 -16 hours a day is the average working  day in most 
manufacturing countries

• 7 days a week is the normal schedule for most garment 
workers

• 96 hours per week is the normal working week for most 
garment workers

• Garment workers must work until 2 or 3 am during peak 
season to meet the deadlines imposed by the fashion 
industry brands



Health and safety 
conditions in the fashion 
industry

• 1,134 garment workers lost their life in the 
collapse of a textile factory in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh in 2013

• 114 people were killed in a fire at the 
Bangladeshi firm Tazreen Fashions in 2013

• 50 workers have died and another 500 are 
sick due to blasted sand inhalation in 
denim factories in Turkey

• 800 people have been injured in fire 
accidents in garment factories in 
Bangladesh in 2013



Child labour in the fashion industry 



Forced labour



Union restrictions in the fashion industry

“

If their workers had more of a 
voice, they might have been 
able to resist managers who 
ordered them to work in the 
doomed building a day after 
large cracks appeared in it. 

— Human Rights Watch 
representative after the Rana 
Plaza tragedy



Design and Technology

sarah.pook2@hants.gov.uk 

For further details on the full range of services available please contact 

us using the following details:

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
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Upcoming Courses

Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course pages 

linked below.  To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our new Learning Zone.  Full details 

of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here.

• English

• Maths

• Science

• Geography

• RE

• History

• Leadership

• Computing

• Art

• D&T

• Assessment

• Support Staff

• SEN
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https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=522
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=131
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36#section-0
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5


Terms and Conditions
Terms of licence

Moodle+ subscribers are licenced to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. This 

authority starts when the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for 

personal or classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own 

personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be 

effective immediately and shall replace all prior agreements. 

You are welcome to:

• download this resource

• save this resource on your computer

• print as many copies as you would like to use in your school

• amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work.

You may not:

• claim this resource as your own

• sell or in any way profit from this resource

• store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically 

retrieve it

• email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion.
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