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On graduating from the RCA in 1938 there were no obvious openings in the furniture industry, so 
initially Day made models for architects. The outbreak of the war did not improve his prospects. 
Ruled out from active service by asthma, he taught at Beckenham School of Art, where he devised 
an innovative course in three-dimensional design. It was there he met a fellow teacher, Clive 
Latimer, who went on to share Day's first great success as a designer when, in 1948, the pair won 
the International Competition for Low-Cost Furniture held at the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York. Winning the MOMA prize was a breakthrough for Robin, and a stimulus to British designers 
in the bleak years of post-second world war austerity. It also resulted in Day being invited to design 
furniture for Hille who at the time specialised in the manufacture of high quality reproduction 
furniture. With Day’s guidance working with Ray Hille, her daughter Rosamind and son-in-law 
Leslie Julius the company underwent a complete transformation and began to produce ranges of 
modern furniture. The 1950’s saw ranges featuring moulded plywood, then moving on to 
polypropylene in the 1960’s. In 1951 Day was commissioned to design the seating for the Royal 
Festival Hall which further enhanced his standing.





As well as designing many furniture ranges 
Day was also responsible for the artwork, 
brochures, showroom design, exhibitions as 
well as the Hille logo. His influence on 
everyday living widened further with 
television and radio designs for British 
electronics company Pye as well as aircraft 
interiors for BOAC and carpet designs for 
Woodward Grosvenor.





Robin and Lucienne Day became Britain’s most 
celebrated design couple with this recognition being 
helped by the fact that they brought a much-needed 
dose of glamour to postwar Britain. Together they 
featured in countless magazine spreads and, in 1954, 
as a debonair couple in a Smirnoff vodka advertising 
campaign, surrounded by their furniture and textile 
designs. They also played a key role with high street 
retailer John Lewis behind the scenes for 25 years 
between 1962 and 1987, overseeing the introduction 
of a comprehensive new house style.



Day also designed the interiors of several 
Waitrose supermarkets and John Lewis 
department stores, notably Milton Keynes in 
1979. Day continued to design furniture for 
Hille for many years to come with the Toro 
and Woodro beam seats around 1990 which 
set the standards for public area seating and 
the RD wooden chair in 2008 as well as being 
an important source of inspiration 
knowledge.







Sadly Robin Day died aged 95 at home on 
November 9 2010. Lucienne died 9 months 
earlier on January 30 2010 aged 93, their 
daughter survives them.
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For further details on the full range of services available please contact 
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Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
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Upcoming Courses

Keep up-to-date with our learning opportunities for each subject through our Upcoming Course pages 

linked below.  To browse the full catalogue of learning offers, visit our new Learning Zone.  Full details 

of how to access the site to make a booking are provided here.

• English

• Maths

• Science

• Geography

• RE

• History

• Leadership

• Computing

• Art

• D&T

• Assessment

• Support Staff

• SEN
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https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/mod/page/view.php?id=481
https://english.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=522
https://maths.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=218
https://science.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=155
https://geography.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=131
https://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=118
https://history.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=91
https://leadership.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=144
https://computing.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=43
https://art.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=35
https://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=36#section-0
https://languages.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=20
https://hias-moodle.mylearningapp.com/course/view.php?id=82
https://sen.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=5
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Moodle+ subscribers are licenced to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. This 

authority starts when the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for 
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