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Portable orbital sanding machine
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand-held power tools – general notes.

Specific hazards associated with their use:
· significant fine dust generated, causing potential respiratory distress to the machine operator or other persons in the vicinity
· the movement of the sanding plate may cause the workpiece to change position, causing injury.
· Excessive noise

· Hand arm vibration

Control measures

· Once a student has achieved competency with using this tool, the teacher should exercise general supervision.
· Sanding operations should be used for fine surface finishing, not large stock size reduction or coarse shaping operations.
· The machine should be connected to a dust extractor, eg: portable industrial vacuum cleaner.
· A risk assessment of the noise produced by the machine should be carried out. Ear protectors, conforming to BS EN 352-1 should be worn if the level of noise exceeds the specified action value. Other workers nearby might also need to wear ear defenders. Should be carried out and appropriate control measures used.
· A risk assessment of the likelihood of harm from HAVS

· Dust masks may need to be worn by the machine operator and other persons in the room.
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