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Portable planing machine
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand-held power tools – general notes.

Specific hazards associated with their use:
· serious injury caused by hands or any other part of the body coming into contact with the unguarded rotating cutters in the base

· damage to hearing caused by prolonged use

· injury caused by blades hitting foreign bodies such as nails, which are embedded in reclaimed timber, causing them to be propelled at high speed from the timber whilst being planed

· injury caused by the machine kicking back if the blades become stuck, or if the machine is started up with blades in contact with the timber.

Control measures

· Students must not use portable planing machines.
· Planers must only be moved, carried and operated with both hand securely holding the machine handles – the sole of the plane should not be used to carry the machine, nor should it be held with the machine in use.

· When starting, the machine should be positioned with the front part of the sole/base plate resting on the workpiece, but with the blades not touching. After finishing and switching off, the machine should be held in position on the workpiece until the cutters have come to a complete standstill.
· All machine fence settings and blade examinations or changes must be made with the machine unplugged. All clamps and adjusting screws must be checked regularly and frequently for tightness in between operations (with the machine unplugged).
· A risk assessment on dust inhalation should be carried out and LEV provided if required. RPE should be worn if appropriate.
· The planer should be fed into the workpiece in the direction of the grain.
· A series of shallow cuts should be made rather than single deeper cuts.
· Only complete full length cuts should be made – the planer must not be dropped onto the workpiece to produce a stopped cut.

· The machine should be run for a few seconds before use to check for any unforeseen vibration or noise.
· Suitable eye protection should be worn
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