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Portable nail gun
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand held power tools – general notes.
Specific hazards associated with their use:

· the nail gun is a popular nailing device used in light and heavy construction. It uses the force from compressed air or an electric solenoid to drive nails through hard surfaces

· compressed air powered nail guns are essentially a fire arm and must be treated accordingly

· injury to eyes and face caused by unexpected break up of timber as nails are propelled from gun
· injury to body parts caused by kick-back of nail gun or nails (if nail is fired against very hard materials)
· penetration of body of user or other person by propelled nail in the vicinity of the nail gun operation.
Control measures

· The nail gun must only be operated by competent adults who have been trained it the safe use of the equipment.
· All elements of the manufacturers safety guidelines must be adhered to.
· Compressed air powered nail guns must not be operated in any area where students are present.
· Nails guns must not be operated by students under the age of 18.
· All adults in the vicinity of nail gun operations must wear eye protection.
· Care must be taken to ensure that people are not in line with nail gun operations due to the risk of nails being fired through timber sections.
· The trigger should only be held in or pressed when there is an intention to fire a nail – the trigger must not be held on to produce repeat nailing actions.
· The nail gun must only be fired when it is held against a work surface.
· Only use nails as specified by the manufacturer.
· Nail guns must not be used by operators on ladders.
· Nail guns must never be pointed in the direction of people or open space and must be carried facing down.
· Operators must not place their hands behind the workpiece to support the work – the nail may penetrate through the workpiece.
· Nails must not be re-used in the nail gun.
· Nails may deviate whilst passing into timber due to knots, etc. Operators should be aware of this and plan the nail operation accordingly.
· Compressed air nail guns must be regularly serviced by authorised and reputable specialist dealers.
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