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Overview

In this document
An overview of the safe use of wood cutting machine tools in schools
Points to consider when using this resource

Schools should keep a register of those employees who use high-risk wood cutting equipment and ensure that their 
training is up-to-date. The Health and Safety Executive recommends that all users of such equipment receive refresher training at least every five years. Within schools, these regulations apply to all employees, including design and technology teachers, technicians, community education instructors, tutors or teachers, youth workers, site maintenance and grounds staff.

Please be aware that all risk assessments, safety guidelines and other support materials relating to the safe and effective use of these machines in schools are available on the Health and Safety pages of the HIAS Design and Technology moodle and the HIAS design and Technology website

Safe use of wood cutting machine tools in schools
The statutory regulations, Provision and use of work equipment regulations (PUWER) 1998, states that only adults who hold a valid certificate of competence should be allowed to use high-risk wood cutting machines, some metal cutting engineering equipment, metal casting and foundry equipment, and welding equipment. 

Machines classified as high-risk include:

· circular saws

· cross cutting/mitre saws (chop saws)

· band saws

· planer/thicknesser machines

· portable circular saws

· portable routers

· portable biscuit cutters

· portable jig saws

· portable reciprocating saws

· portable grinders (angle grinders)

· woodwork lathes

· metal cutting engineering lathes

· milling machines

· metal casting and foundry equipment

· Oxyacetylene, metal inert gas (MIG) and all other electric arc welding equipment. 

The most recent Department for Education (DfE) guidance on the health and safety related legal duties and powers:

www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f00191759/departmental-advice-on-health-and-safety-for-schools
is explicit in the need for training for employees who use wood working machines.  

Schools should keep a register of those employees who use high-risk wood cutting equipment and ensure that their 
training is up-to-date. The Health and Safety Executive recommends that all users of such equipment receive refresher training at least every five years. Within schools, these regulations apply to all employees, including design and technology teachers, technicians, community education instructors, tutors or teachers, youth workers, site maintenance and grounds staff.

Please be aware that all risk assessments, safety guidelines and other support materials relating to the safe and effective use of these machines in schools are available on the Health and Safety pages of the HIAS Design and Technology moodle.

Sarah Pook – County Subject Inspector
Email: sarah.pook2@hants.gov.uk

Tel: 01962 876207
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following details:

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk 
HTLC professional learning moodle
· Searchable course catalogue linked to the Learning Zone.

· Course updates.

· In-house training opportunities.

· Online calendar of events.

· Publications and online resources.

· Bespoke consultancy services.

Link: https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/ 
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Terms and conditions

Terms of license
Moodle+ subscribers are licensed to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. This authority starts when the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for personal or classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and shall replace all prior agreements. 

You are welcome to:

· download this resource

· save this resource on your computer

· print as many copies as you would like to use in your school

· amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work.

You may not:

· claim this resource as your own

· sell or in any way profit from this resource

· store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically retrieve it

· email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion.
Sarah Pook
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