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Portable jig saw/reciprocating saw
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand-held power tools – general notes.

Specific hazards associated with their use:
· any unforeseen protrusion of the blade below a work surface which is out of sight of the operator
· electric shock caused by a damaged cable or the cutting of an electrical cable
· rapid movement associated with reciprocating parts
· blade breaking when in use and its subsequent ejection
· sections of cut material falling away during the cutting operation.
Control measures

· The planned cutting path of the jig saw must be clearly established above and below the surface to be cut, and arrangements made to avoid contact between the blade and any other objects.
· The cutting path should be planned in stages, with the re-positioning locations for re-clamping and supports clearly identified.
· Any long cuts requiring the operator to take more than one step should be rehearsed and the machine handling postures planned for.
· Any internal cuts should begin with an access hole being drilled – under no circumstances should students be allowed to start an internal cut by feeding the blade directly into the material.
· A risk assessment on dust inhalation should be carried out and LEV provided if practical. RPE should also be worn if appropriate.

· Reciprocating portable saws should not be used if the operator could be distracted.

· The user should be strong enough to withstand and ‘kick back’ that could occur.

Training
Students must be trained by an adult who holds a certificate of competency in the safe use of portable jig saws/
reciprocating saws before they are allowed to use them.  Student’s must not use larger reciprocating saws, such as alligator saws.
The school must keep a record of the training of individual students, including the date of training and the specific competencies achieved. The training should include:

· knowledge of health and safety requirements arising from a risk assessment associated with the portable power tools
· how to position and clamp a workpiece securely and safely

· how to check for any damage to the electrical cord, plug, switches or any other part of the machine and to organise and manage the position of the electrical cord

· how and when to switch the machine on and off

· awareness and demonstrated ability to handle 
kick-back if the blade becomes jammed
· checking the area below the cut line for obstructions
· how to adjust the settings of the portable power tool and to make any adjustments to guide fences and clamps

· how to keep the jig saw base in contact with the workpiece
· how to safely handle the portable power tool during use, including applying suitable pressure to maintain appropriate feed rates
· the importance of keeping the saw in position at the end of the cut, switching off and not lifting the saw until the blade has come to a standstill.

Once a student has achieved competency using the portable jig saw/reciprocating saw, the teacher should exercise close supervision.
�









2
 Portable jig saw/reciprocating saw
 



Portable jig saw/reciprocating saw
1

