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Portable circular saw
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand-held power tools – general notes.

Specific hazards associated with their use:
· any part of the users hands coming into contact with the moving blade

· jamming or kick-back from the saw

· hazards associated with long cuts, including the need for long electrical cables, having to maintain balance whilst walking with the saw

· particles being ejected if the blade hits grit, or embedded nails or screws

· contact with the exposed blade at the end of the cut or during the rundown period after switching off. 

Control measures

· Students or untrained adults must not use portable circular saws.
· A risk assessment on dust inhalation should be carried out and LEV provided if practical. RBE should also be worn if applicable.
· The peripheral speed of the saw blade should match the speed of the machine in order to maintain a safe and effective cutting action.
· Blades must be regularly inspected and removed if damaged.
· The blade guards must be of the spring back variety which covers the blade, except when the blade is cutting through timber.
· All blade depth adjustments, bevel settings and other clamps must be checked regularly and before any machine operations.
· Blade guards must not be removed, or modified in any way which renders them less effective.
· Always inspect timber to check for nails, screws, etc, especially if the material is reclaimed. If reclaimed timber is to be cut, clean the surface where the cut line is planned with a wire brush to expose the surface of the wood.
· Portable circular saws should be fitted with a riving knife if ripping operations are to be undertaken, to reduce the likelihood of the blade becoming trapped in the timber.
· The saw must not be switched on with the blade in contact with the wood.
· When cutting with the hand held circular saw it should be guided by the use of a fence, clamped guide, straight edge or similar.
· When cutting, the blade should not protrude more than 
3mm below the bottom surface.
· The saw must be firmly held at the end of the cutting operation after switching off until the blade has come to a complete standstill.
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