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Portable biscuit cutters
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand-held power tools – general notes.

Specific hazards associated with their use:
· severe cuts caused by inadvertent contact with the rotating cutter blade
· entanglement of loose clothing or long hair in rotating parts
· injury caused by the cutter jamming and the resulting kick-back or ejected particles.
Control measures

· A risk assessment should be made to decide on the need for either a face mask or ear defenders.

· The tools should have the correct fences or guards fitted.

· The saw blade/mortising bit should be fitted securely to the biscuit jointer/tenon jointer.
· The saw blade/mortising bit should be inspected fro damage prior to use. Damaged bits and blades should not be used

· Ensure users do not touch the rotating parts of the machine.

Training

Students must be trained by an adult who holds a certificate of competency in the safe use of biscuit cutters before they are allowed to use them.
The school must keep a record of the training of individual students, including the date of training, and the specific competencies achieved. These should include:

· knowledge of health and safety requirements arising from a risk assessment associated with the portable power tool

· how to position and clamp a workpiece securely and safely

· how to check for any damage to the electrical cord, plug, switches or any other part of the machine and how to organise and manage the position of the electrical cord

· how and when to switch the machine on and off

· awareness and demonstrated ability to handle 
kick-back when switched on due to the cutter being in contact with the workpiece
· how to adjust the settings of the machine and to make any adjustments, including the fences and depth of cut

· how to safely handle the portable power tool during use, including applying pressure on the plunge mechanism.
Once a student has achieved competency with using this tool, the teacher should exercise direct supervision.
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