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Portable belt sanding machine
These safety guidelines should be read in conjunction with the Portable hand-held power tools – general notes.

Specific hazards associated with their use:
· significant dust levels will be generated by this machine, potentially causing respiratory distress to both the operator and others in the vicinity. A risk assessment on dust inhalation should be carried out and LEV provided if required. RPE should also be worn if appropriate.
· injury caused by the momentum generated by the moving belt – either the belt sander moving unexpectedly, or the workpiece moving if not securely clamped in place.

Training
Students must be trained by an adult who holds a certificate of competency in the safe use of belt sanders before they are allowed to use them. 
The school must keep a record of the training of individual students, including the date of training, and the specific competencies achieved, which should include:

· how to position and clamp a workpiece securely and safely

· how to organise and manage the position of the electrical cord

· use of goggles, dust mask, secured hair and no loose fitting clothes

· how and when to switch the machine on and off

· awareness of any wear, damage to or misalignment of the abrasive belt.
Once a student has achieved competency with using the portable belt sanding machine, the teacher should exercise close supervision.

Control measures

· Careful consideration should be given to students using alternative processes to using this machine – the rapid removal of material that this machine is designed for may be more effectively achieved by hand planing or similar.

· This machine must be connected to an effective dust extraction machine, such as an industrial vacuum cleaner fitted with a high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter.

· The operator should have sufficient strength to withstand the pulling motion of the sanding belt if the belt becomes jammed
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