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Safe use of wood cutting machine tools in schools
The statutory regulations, Provision and use of work equipment regulations (PUWER) 1998, states that only adults who hold a valid certificate of competence should be allowed to use high-risk wood cutting machines, some metal cutting engineering equipment, metal casting and foundry equipment, and welding equipment. 

Machines classified as high-risk include:

· circular saws

· cross cutting/mitre saws (chop saws)

· band saws

· planer/thicknesser machines

· portable circular saws

· portable routers
· portable biscuit cutters
· portable jig saws
· portable reciprocating saws

· portable grinders (angle grinders)
· woodwork lathes

· metal cutting engineering lathes

· milling machines
· metal casting and foundry equipment

· Oxyacetylene, metal inert gas (MIG) and all other electric arc welding equipment. 

The most recent Department for Education (DfE) guidance on the health and safety related legal duties and powers:

www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/advice/f00191759/departmental-advice-on-health-and-safety-for-schools
is explicit in the need for training for employees who use wood working machines.  

Schools should keep a register of those employees who use high-risk wood cutting equipment and ensure that their 
training is up-to-date. The Health and Safety Executive recommends that all users of such equipment receive refresher training at least every five years. Within schools, these regulations apply to all employees, including design and technology teachers, technicians, community education instructors, tutors or teachers, youth workers, site maintenance and grounds staff.

Please be aware that all risk assessments, safety guidelines and other support materials relating to the safe and effective use of these machines in schools are available on the Health and Safety pages of the HIAS Design and Technology moodle:
http://designandtechnology.hias.hants.gov.uk/
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