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Overview

In this document
You will find guidance on using junior hacksaws in Primary schools
Points to consider when using this resource

This is guidance only, please adapt and amend to suit the needs of your students
Junior Hacksaw Risk Assessment
Description

Small multi-purpose hand saw with thin replaceable blade.

Able to cut wood, plastic and metals.

Blade should be inserted so that the saw cuts on the forward push stroke.

Junior hacksaws are available in a range of shapes, the most convenient of which is the lever handle variety.

The cutting blade is held in place by tension from the spring frame, a screw threaded clamp, or a lever operated clamp.

The blade is changed by pressing down and compressing the spring frame of the saw to release the blade, unscrewing the threaded clamp, or unlock the lever activated clamp.

Potential hazards

Cuts to fingers and hands caused by the blade during cutting operation.

Dust, generated by cutting operations, getting into eyes.

Injury caused by movements when pressing on the frame to change blades (depending on design of saw) – teachers and adults only.

Children being poked by long pieces of wood being cut by other children.

Control measures

Children should always hold their work in a bench hook, vice, G-cramp or other means of fixing their work before they try to use a junior hacksaw.

Any saw dust produced should be brushed or swept away, not blown away.

Children should wear goggles or safety glasses when cutting plastics or metals. It is not necessary to wear goggles when cutting wood.

Children should be standing up when they use a junior hacksaw, and if possible should work on the end of a table.

When cutting long pieces of wood, the longest piece should be over the table with the shortest piece protruding off the end of the bench.

Only adults should change the blades, and if the saw is the spring frame type, the front of the saw should rest in a hole or indentation in a surface to prevent the frame from slipping when being pressed down to compress the frame.

Sarah Pook – County Subject Inspector
sarah.pook2@hants.gov.uk
For further details on the full range of services available please contact us using the following details:

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk 
HTLC professional learning moodle
· Searchable course catalogue linked to the Learning Zone.

· Course updates.

· In-house training opportunities.

· Online calendar of events.

· Publications and online resources.

· Bespoke consultancy services.

Link: https://hias-totara.mylearningapp.com/ 
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Terms and conditions

Terms of license
Moodle+ subscribers are licensed to access and use this resource and have agreed to pay the annual subscription fee. This authority starts when the fee is paid and ends when the subscription period expired unless it is renewed. This file is for personal or classroom use only. By using it, you agree that you will not copy or reproduce this file except for your own personal, non-commercial use. HIAS have the right to modify the terms of this agreement at any time; the modification will be effective immediately and shall replace all prior agreements. 

You are welcome to:

· download this resource

· save this resource on your computer

· print as many copies as you would like to use in your school

· amend this electronic resource so long as you acknowledge its source and do not share as your own work.

You may not:

· claim this resource as your own

· sell or in any way profit from this resource

· store or distribute this resource on any other website or another location where others are able to electronically retrieve it

· email this resource to anyone outside your school or transmit it in any other fashion.[image: image8.png]
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